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Symbol/Type Biblical Reference Meaning Comment
Animal Daniel 7:17, 23 King or Kingdom

Woman Ephesians 5:23-32 Church / God's People

Water Revelation 17:15 People/Populations

1 Day Ezekiel 4:6-7 and Number 14:34 1 Year

Winds Jeremiah 51:1-5 Wars
Horn Daniel 7:24 and Revelation 17:12 Power, King or Kingdom

Times Daniel 11:13 Prophetic Years

Dragon Revelation 12:9 Satan
Tail Isaiah 9:15 False Prophet

Stars Revelation 12:4 and Daniel 12:3 Angels or Messengers

That is a very recurring allegory in prophetic and wisdom 
texts on the OT  Also allusion to it on the NT are frequent.  
So, pure women symbolizes a church which is faithful to 
Christ.  A whore, an unfaithful church.
The symbolism implies that many waters are a lot of peo-
ple (or a densely populated area) and desert (a place with 
very little or no water) means a place scarcely populated.
On the Hebrew Bible, usually to make easier and not only 
dependent on the context (or the interpreter) to discern 
when a day should be take as literal or prophetical, the 
writers went to high pains to make easy the reader to iden-
tify the symbolism by the number and the object (for ex-
ample, instead of writing “1 day”, which means 1 literal, 
24h day, they would write “day 1” to signify prophetic pe-
riod corresponding to 1 literal year.

In Biblical times, the year was, general, a 360 days year. 
Therefore, a prophetic year correspond to 360 
literal/calendar years (one literal year for each of the 360 
prophetic days of the prophetic year).
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